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October 29 through November 6, 2010  

Debbie Irby, the Yellowstone Conference UM-
VIM Coordinator has just returned from a Cross 
Jurisdictional Team mission trip to Petit Goave, 
Haiti.  She and 11 other team members were in 
the country for seven days, experiencing and 
learning the logistics of Haiti mission work.   

 

Debbie reported they worked along-side Haitian 
people at a church/school construction site re-
turning to their home churches 
physically, emotionally and 
spiritually drained and exhila-
rated at the same time.  

 “Much can be said for 
‘being versus doing’; it is 
not just about rationaliz-
ing not being able to do 
all or much of a task.  We 

spent 3 days at the job site not feeling we 
had made a big difference. It rained al-
most one whole day and digging a five 
foot deep trench by hand is slow work! 
But our presence, our  being  there, was 
reflected in the kindness of our hosts, in 

the enthusi-
asm of the 
Haitians as we 
hauled rubble 
in the rain 
with them, in 
the delight of 
the children as 
we played 
games with 
them, in the 

graciousness of the folks at the Sunday 

church service. Our physical 
labor might have seemed like 
a small gift to us, but we 
showed the love of Jesus every 
moment we were there, being 
what He has called us to be .  

As I type this and look out my 
window I see a beautiful dou-
ble rainbow – God’s promise to 
the world of hope. And the 
people of Haiti feel hope, because they know 

they are not alone and that 
we care.”  

 

In order to lead a team to 
Haiti, UMCOR is requiring 
prior experience in Haiti as 
well as UMVIM’s leadership 
training program.  Debbie is 
now qualified to lead a team 
from the Yellowstone Confer-
ence and will be returning Oc-

tober 29, 2010 
with a group of 
potential team leaders  from around the Confer-
ence who will agree to a two trip commitment. The 
first trip is October 29 and the second date is of their 
choosing, leading members from their home church, 
hopefully within two to three years.   

If you are interested in being considered for a posi-
tion on this team 
please contact Debbie 
at dirby(at)stpauls-
helena.org  or call 406-
442-5643, ext 105. 
Please contact her as 
soon as possible as 
there are only 8 slots 
available! 


